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pressed in any way; and, in accordance with the
baffling custom of the district, I had to wait and
hope until he chose to bring the subject up of his
own volition,
Then one afternoon he called me, and I thought
that the great moment had arrived. But I was in
error. He was only testing out a small consignment
of curare poison, an article of commerce which
varies much in quality.
Miguel was to try it out on toads, which because
of their sluggish circulation can withstand it longer
than most creatures. Three unfortunate toads were
captured.
Jabbing each one with a blow-gun dart dipped in
the curare, we awaited results. The first toad ex-
pired so quickly that I could not time it. The next
escaped under the house, while the third one must
have been unusually tough, After three or four
minutes its sides caved in, but with a deep puffing
breath it appeared to recover temporarily. This was
repeated several times over a period of ten or fifteen
minutes; then the toad hopped frantically across
the clearing and disappeared down an abandoned
well
Most haciendieros keep curare in stock for their
Indians, who still use the blow-gun in hunting.
Their accuracy with this weapon is a source of con-
stant wonder to newcomers,
My impatience over the delay in receiving a
decision on the matter of our Indians became